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A new website making its debut in Chicagoland will monitor the pulse of northeastern Illinois Igggggr 8mog standards

through analyses of quality of lif¢ data and policy indicators.

MetroPulse, a collaboration between the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning and the
Chicago Community Trust, was launched on Nov 17. The site will attempt to compile data
. | froma variety of sources—including
' ,LL the U.S. Census, various city

Chicago, The Toxic City?

Chicago gets geocoded, use of
location-based data on the rise

departments and the Woodstock
Institute, among others— to better Find your waistline, your
inform the public on the progress of ~ iPhone can help

. the agency’s “GO TO 2040” plan.
Sports Hall of Fame honors
As previously reported in The Chicago's best
" Chronicle on Sept. 7, “GO TO 2040”
is the region’s first comprehensive,
long-term plan since Daniel Burnham’s
Plan of Chicago in 1909. The plan
aims to create more livable
commumities in the city, and ensure the
| region continues to be a global
| cconomic center.

The new project is a co-branded
website that looks at 12 indicators of the region’s progress throughout time, in terms of
transportation, education, civic involverment and the environment.

“Our purpose in making this website hasn’t been to make it into some zero to 10 index—it’s
just not that simple—and I think it would be insulting to the region to do that,” said Drew
Williams-Clark, a senior planner for CMAP. “We’ve instead opted to put data in the hands of
people so we can all have a dialogue about what is quality of life over time and how we can
improve it.”

A common theme throughout the “GO TO 2040 plan, quality of lif¢ includes many factors
that affect life in northeastern Illinois, including safety, wellness and transportation, among
others. According to Williams-Clark, one has to picture a multi-variant diagramto describe its
fimctions.

MetroPulse will compile data from organizations in various sectors to present a more
comprehensive and accessible view of life in the city.

One of those organizations is the Center for Neighborhood Technology, 2125 W. North
Ave., which promotes urban sustainability through such issues as transportation, commumnity
development and energy since 1978.

“We come up with ways to generate new ideas and new solutions to urban sustainability, then
we look at how to implement them,” said Nicole Gotthelf, director of development and
communications at CNT.

According to Gotthelf, CNT was involved, along with other organizations, in the process of
deciding what long-range factors could best indicate progress and sustainability in the region.

Those factors were later used in the formation of MetroPulse.
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Though centralization of data itself isn’t unique, CMAP wants MetroPulse to differ in that it
will be a tool for policy makers, researchers, the media and the public to continuously track
various data sets in order to better analyze local policies.

The site is a work in progress, according to Williams-Clark, because much of the data that
has been collected has not yet been included in the current version of the site.

“We’ll be updating as often as we possibly can,” Willians-Clark said. “Our objective is to
make sure we’re able to update data as soon as it’s updated by the provider.”

According to Ken Fidel, professor of sociology at DePaul University, a common problem
with data is its freshness, or lack thereof. With the rate of change that occurs in communities,
Fidel said it’s hard to keep accurate track of data when census data from 10 years ago is still
being used, and also that people have a need for current information.

“There are lots of people who are terribly interested in knowing about their local area,” Fidel
said.

As a continuation in the line from Burnhanm’s Plan for Chicago, through MetroPulse, CMAP
ains to make it possible for residents to access quality of life information on the city through a
frequent rate of collection and updates.

“ think Burnham would be geeked out about this site for sure,” Williams-Clark said. “T think
he’d be nto it.”
Popularity: 5% [?]

PRINT THIS POST | BACK TO TOP | BROWSE NEXT ARTICLE

DISCUSSION

No comments, leave your comment or trackback.

LEAVE A REPLY

l ‘ Name (required)
l ‘ Meail (required)
Website

Leave Comment

[ Notify me of followup comments via e-maill

All comments are moderated before being published. We will not edit comments, but we also will not approve those that are
abusive, off-topic, attack another person, include profanity or contain information we know to be libelous or false. Please
include a valid e-mail address, as we will not approve comments with invalid or fake e-mail addresses. Most comments will be
reviewed within 8 hours during weekdays. Comments posted on weekends may not be approved until Monday. For more
information, please visit the "about us" link at the bottom of the page.

CAMPUS | METRO | A & C | COMMENTARY | H & F | AWARDS | ARCHIVES | STAFF | CONTACT | ADVERTISE | STAFF LOGIN

Copyright © 2009 The Columbia Chronicle. All rights reserved.

The Columbia Chronicle articles, photos, and graphics are the property of the Columbia Chronicle and may not be
reproduced or published without witten pemmission from the staff, editors, or faculty advisor. The Columbia Chronicle is
a student produced publication of Columbia College Chicago and does not necessarily represent, in whole or in part,
the views of Columbia College administrators, faculty or students. Have issues?

Please Download our Web Policy!

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://alexking.org/projects/wordpress/popularity-contest
http://columbiachronicle.com/tracking-quality-of-life-data-for-chicagos-metropulse/print/
http://columbiachronicle.com/tracking-quality-of-life-data-for-chicagos-metropulse/print/
http://columbiachronicle.com/police-forces-may-be-redistributed/
http://columbiachronicle.com/tracking-quality-of-life-data-for-chicagos-metropulse/trackback/
http://columbiachronicle.com/category/campus/
http://columbiachronicle.com/category/metro
http://columbiachronicle.com/category/arts-culture
http://columbiachronicle.com/category/commentary
http://columbiachronicle.com/health-fitness/
http://columbiachronicle.com/awards/
http://columbiachronicle.com/archives/
http://columbiachronicle.com/staff/
http://columbiachronicle.com/contact/
http://columbiachronicle.com/advertise/
http://columbiachronicle.com/wp-login.php
http://www.columbiachronicle.com/web_policy/webpolicy.pdf
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

	FRONT » METRO » TRACKING QUALITY OF LIFE DATA FOR CHICAGO’S METROPULSE
	TURN THE PAGE
	PUBLISHED: 11-22-10
	NEWS ON THE WIRE!

	ARTICLE OPTIONS
	TEXT LINK ADS
	Tracking quality of life data for Chicago’s MetroPulse
	CMAP, Chicago Community Trust, will follow plan to gather data on city


	RELATED ARTICLES
	DISCUSSION
	LEAVE A REPLY


